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your local chapter of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws 

	Decriminalizing Pot Will Reduce Prison Population, Have No Adverse Impact On Public Safety, Study Says

	Washington, DC, USA:  Decriminalizing so-called ‘victimless’ crimes, particularly those related to drug use, can reduce the US prison population without adversely affecting public safety, according to the findings of a study published this week by the JFA Institute, a Washington, DC criminal-justice think tank.
“According to the US Department of Justice, approximately 30-40 percent of all current prison admissions involve crimes that have no direct or obvious victim other than the perpetrator,” the report finds.  “The drug category constitutes the largest offense category, with 31 percent of all prison admissions resulting from such crimes.”
Previous data released last year by the Bureau of Justice Statistics indicates that 12.7 percent of state inmates and 12.4 percent of federal inmates incarcerated for drug violations are serving time for marijuana offenses.

<continued on page 3 >
	____________________________________________

Teen Pot Use 

Not Associated With

Psychosocial Problems
Lausanne, Switzerland: Teens who use cannabis do not report more frequent psychosocial problems compared to young people who abstain from the drug, according to survey data published this month in the journal Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine.

Investigators at the University of Lausanne in Switzerland analyzed survey data from over 5,200 students age 16 to 20. Of these, 455 subjects reported using only cannabis, 1,703 subjects reported using both cannabis and tobacco, and 3,105 subjects said they abstained from both drugs. 

Compared with those subjects who reported using both substances, cannabis-only youth were more likely to receive good grades (77.5 to 66.6 percent), play sports (85.5 to 66.7 percent), and live with both parents (78.2 to 68.3 percent). 
<continued on page 3 >


	____________________________________________

Pot Use Drops Following Drug’s Reclassification - Illicit Drug Use Hits Record Low After Cops Cease Arresting Minor Pot Violators
London, United Kingdom: Self-reported cannabis use among Britons has declined sharply in the three years following the government’s decision to downgrade pot possession to a non-arrestable offense, according to figures compiled last week by the Home Office’s annual Crime Survey. 

The Home Office statistics show that marijuana use by young people age 16 to 24 has fallen approximately 20 percent since 2004. Overall, 21 percent of young people admit having tried pot, with eight percent of young people saying that they’ve used it in the past month. By contrast, more than twice this percentage of Americans age 18 to 25 say that they’ve used pot during the past 30 days, according to 2006 data reported by the US Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Association (SAMHSA).

<continued on page 4 >
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The Willamette Valley NORML News Report is an all-volunteer, not-for-profit project to record and broadcast news, announcements and information about cannabis law reform.
___________________________

The W-V-NORML News Report is produced by the Eugene, OREGON chapter of NORML, the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws
------- Making contact -------

You can Snail Mail:

The W-V-NORML Newsletter team by writing to -

P.O. Box 10957
Eugene, OR  97440
E-mailing:

newsroom@willamettevalleynorml.org

or phoning: 541-517-0957
Check ‘em out on-line!  visit:

WillametteValleyNORML.org


	A Voice for Responsible Marijuana Smokers
Since its founding in 1970, NORML has provided a voice in the public policy debate for those Americans who oppose marijuana prohibition and favor an end to the practice of arresting marijuana smokers. A nonprofit public-interest advocacy group, NORML represents the interests of the tens of millions of Americans who smoke marijuana responsibly.  During the 1970s, NORML led the successful efforts to decriminalize minor marijuana offenses in 11 states and significantly lower marijuana penalties in all others.
The oldest and largest marijuana legalization organization in the country, NORML maintains a professional staff in Washington, DC, and a network of volunteer state and local NORML Chapters across the country.  Check ‘em out, and find the one nearest you!
The NORML mission is to move public opinion sufficiently to achieve the repeal of marijuana prohibition so that the responsible use of cannabis by adults is no longer subject to penalty.
When marijuana is enjoyed responsibly, subjecting users to harsh criminal and civil penalties provides no public benefit and causes terrible injustices. For reasons of public safety, public health, economics and justice, the prohibition laws should be repealed to the extent that they criminalize responsible marijuana use. NORML, the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws – is located at 1600 K Street, NW, Suite 501, Washington, DC 20006-2832.  Phone (202) 483-5500,  Fax: (202) 483-0057  or  visit:  www.norml.org
Today Willamette Valley NORML joins the fight to reform state and federal marijuana laws, whether by voter initiative or through the elected legislatures. W-V-NORML will serve as an informational resource to media on marijuana-related stories, providing a perspective to offset the anti-marijuana propaganda from the government; lobby state and federal legislators in support of reform legislation; publish a regular newsletter; host an informative web site; and serve as the umbrella group for a regional network of citizen-activists committed to ending marijuana prohibition and legalizing marijuana.
Along with their parent organization, W-V-NORML will sponsor public advertising campaigns to better educate the public about marijuana and alternatives to current marijuana policy; provide legal assistance and support to victims of the current laws; and promote relevant research. 
W-V-NORML supports the right of adults to use marijuana responsibly, whether for medical or personal purposes. All penalties, both civil and criminal, should be eliminated for responsible use. W-V-NORML also advocates the legalization of hemp (non-psychoactive marijuana) for industrial use.  To find out more, like how you can help, call, write or visit our website.  You’ll be glad you did!
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	<continued from DECRIMINALIZING POT, page 1 > The report states, “[V]iolence that surrounds drug trafficking in the United States is largely absent” in Western European countries that have liberalized their drug possession policies.  The authors further note that the decriminalization of drugs, particularly marijuana, in regions that have enacted such reforms has not been associated with an increase in crime rates.
The report speculates that decriminalizing illicit drugs, along with enacting modest reforms in sentencing and parole, would save taxpayers an estimated $20 billion per year and reduce the prison population from 1.5 million to below 700,000. Currently, more than 1.5 million Americans are serving time in state and federal prisons, up from fewer than 200,000 in 1970.  (Another 750,000 Americans are incarcerated in local jails.)  Yet, despite this increase in incarceration, the US crime rate today is approximately the same as it was in the early 70s, when the prison boom began.
A previous JFA report, commissioned for the NORML Foundation in 2005, concluded that depenalizing minor marijuana possession offenses would not increase marijuana use and would enable law enforcement to reallocate criminal justice resources toward addressing more serious crimes.  Full text of the study, “Unlocking America: Why and How to Reduce America’s Prison Population” is available online at: http://www.jfa-associates.com/publications/
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

<continued from TEEN POT USE, page 1 >  Cannabis-only youth were also less likely to have been drunk in the past 30 days (40.5 to 55percent) or have used other illegal drugs (8.4 to 17.9 percent).

Compared to those subjects who abstained from pot and tobacco, teens who reported using cannabis only were more likely to participate in sports and have a good relationship with friends. Cannabis-only youth received similar grades compared to those who did not smoke pot, but were more likely to report having skipped class. Youth who abstained from pot were more likely to report having a strong relationship with their parents; however, cannabis-only youth did not report suffering from higher rates of depression.  Investigators concluded: "Cannabis-only adolescents show better functioning than those who use tobacco. Compared with abstainers, they are more socially driven and do not seem to have psychosocial problems at a higher rate."  Full text of the study, "Characteristics of cannabis users who have never smoked tobacco," appears in Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine.

	<continued from POT USE DROPS, page 1 >   Among all age groups, only eight percent of Britons say they’ve used cannabis in the past year. Ten percent of the population said that they had used at least one illicit drug over the past year – the lowest percentage ever recorded by the British Crime Survey. 

In July, British Prime Minister Gordon Brown called on lawmakers to increase marijuana penalties by rescheduling cannabis from a Class C to a Class B controlled substance. At that time, Brown claimed that downgrading pot’s legal status in 2004 had led to a significant increase in the drug’s use.

Under reclassification, police have the discretion to verbally warn – rather than arrest – adults found with small amounts of pot. Since the enactment of the policy, police seizures of cannabis have increased sharply, though the total number of citizens’ arrested for pot-related violations has fallen. 

"A far smaller percentage of young people smoke cannabis in the United Kingdom than in America – despite Britain’s enactment of far more liberal pot policies," NORML Executive Director Allen St. Pierre said. "The Gordon Brown government would be taking a drastic step backwards by reverting to the sort of US-styled ‘Do drugs, do time’ mentality that has resulted in making America the world’s leader in illicit drug use and in the incarceration of its citizens for non-violent drug violations."  For more information, please contact Allen St. Pierre, NORML Executive Director, at (202) 483-5500 or Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at: paul@norml.org.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Cannabis Spray Effective Long Term In Pain Treatment 

Liverpool, United Kingdom: Long-term administration of Sativex, an oral spray consisting of natural cannabis extracts, reduces neuropathic pain without inducing tolerance in multiple sclerosis patients, according to clinical trial data published in the journal Clinical Therapeutics.  Twenty-eight patients completed the two-year, open-label extension trial. Investigators reported that patients required fewer daily doses of Sativex and reported lower median pain scores the longer they took the drug. 

Authors also reported that drug’s administration was not associated with an increase in patients’ use of other analgesics – noting that several of the study’s participants reduced or ceased their use of 
<continued on next page>
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	<continued from previous page>  pharmaceutical pain medications while taking Sativex. It has been estimated that more than one out of four MS patients suffer from neuropathic pain.

"[Sativex] was effective, with no evidence of tolerance, in … patients with central neuropathic pain and MS who completed two years of treatment," investigators concluded. "The use of [Sativex], per se, did not lead to a … major increase … in the use of new analgesics, which over at least two years is … a further indirect measure of sustained effectiveness in [this] population."

Previously reported data on the long-term efficacy of Sativex has shown the drug to decrease spasticity and bladder dysfunction in patients with MS.

NORML Senior Policy Analyst Paul Armentano called the extension trial results significant. "Multiple sclerosis is a chronic, degenerative disease; its symptoms become more severe over time," he said. "Therefore, one would assume that patients would be increasing their daily drug administration in order to maintain their initial levels of pain relief. That they are not doing so indicates that patients are not becoming tolerant to the drug’s therapeutic effects. More importantly, this result may also be evidence that cannabinoids are, in fact, moderating the progression of this debilitating disease. "

In August, Canadian health officials granted regulatory approval to Sativex as an adjunctive treatment in adult patients with cancer pain. Canadian officials had previously approved the drug’s prescription use to treat MS-associated neuropathy.

Makers of the drug are seeking regulatory approval for Sativex in the United Kingdom, the European Union, and in the United States.  For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at: paul@norml.org. Full text of the study, "Oralmucosal delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol/cannabidiol for neuropathic pain associated with multiple sclerosis: an uncontrolled, open-label, two-year extension trial," appears in the September issue of Clinical Therapeutics.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
US Clinical Trial Of Cannabis Spray For Cancer Pain Underway
New York, NY, USA: Forty medical centers across North America will take part in the first-ever US clinical trial assessing the efficacy of Sativex, an oral spray consisting of natural cannabis extracts, for the treatment of advanced cancer pain.

	More than 300 patients with advanced-stage cancer will be recruited for the five-week trial, which will assess the use of Sativex as an adjunct treatment for patients with intractable cancer pain. Subjects in the trial must have a clinical diagnosis of cancer-related pain and must be unresponsive to opioid-based analgesics.

Investigators in the study will be using an 11-point Numeric Rating Scale to determine whether patients’ reported pain scores have fallen by the completion of the trial.

Russel K. Portenoy, chief investigator of the study and Chairman of the Department of Pain Medicine and Palliative Care at Beth Israel Medical Center in New York City, said: "[M]ore than one-third of patients with cancer, and more than three-quarters of those with advanced disease, have chronic pain. Large surveys indicate that optimal opioid therapy does not yield sufficient relief in a substantial proportion of these patients. There is a clear need for new treatments to improve these outcomes and it is our hope that cannabinoid formulations may represent an important option in the future."

In previous clinical trials of the drug, cancer patients have reported significantly improved pain relief following Sativex administration. Earlier this month, investigators in Britain reported that long-term administration of Sativex reduces neuropathic pain without inducing tolerance in patients with multiple sclerosis (MS).

Canadian health officials granted regulatory approval in August for the prescription use of Sativex to treat cancer pain. Sativex had previously gained regulatory approval in Canada for the treatment of MS-associated neuropathic pain. Regulators in Great Britain and Spain have also granted limited regulatory approval for the drug.

The makers of Sativex, British-based biotechnology firm GW Pharmaceuticals, told Bloomberg News that they expect to have results from the trial next year and are hopeful that they will receive US regulatory approval for the drug by 2011.  For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at: paul@norml.org, or visit http://www.gwpharm.com. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Pot Compound May Offer “Non-Toxic” Alternative To Chemotherapy
San Francisco, CA, USA:  Administration of the nonpsychoactive cannabinoid cannabidiol (CBD) inhibits the spread of breast cancer, according to preclinical data published this month in the journal Molecular Cancer Therapeutics.
<continued on next page>
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	<continued from previous page>  Investigators at the California Pacific Medical Center Research Institute reported that CBD limits the activity of the breast cancer metastasis gene Id-1.  Researchers noted that CBD down-regulated Id-1 expression in human breast cancer cells more effectively than did the administration of the cannabinoids THC, CBG (cannabigerol), and CBN (cannabinol) and/or the synthetic cannabinoid agonist WIN 55,212-2.

“[Cannabidiol] offers hope of a non-toxic therapy that could [treat aggressive forms of cancer] without any of the painful side effects [of chemotherapy,]” lead researcher Sean McAllister told BBC News.   Investigators added that CBD could potentially moderate the spread of other common forms of cancers, including colon cancer and prostate cancer, by modulating similar pathways.
Researchers at Italy's Instuto di Chemica Biomolecolare had previously reported that CBD administration moderated the spread of breast cancer cells by triggering apoptosis (programmed cell death).
Separate studies have demonstrated that cannabinoids can inhibit cancer cell growth in animals and in culture on a wide range of tumoral cell lines – including pancreatic carcinoma and lung carcinoma.
Most recently, investigators at Madrid's Complutense University, School of Biology, reported in the British Journal of Cancer that THC administration decreases recurrent glioblastoma multiforme (brain) tumor growth in patients diagnosed with the disease.
Previous preclinical trials on CBD have shown the compound to be neuroprotective against alcohol-induced brain damage, stroke, and mad cow disease.  For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at: paul@norml.org.  Full text of the study, “Cannabidiol as a novel inhibitor of Id-1 gene expression in aggressive breast cancer cells,” appears in the journal Molecular Cancer Therapeutics.  Additional information regarding cannabinoids and cancer is available in the NORML White paper "Cannabinoids as Cancer Hope," available online at:
http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=6814.
________________________________

Denver Voters Approve Pot ‘Deprioritization’ Measure
Denver, CO, USA: For the second time in three years, Denver voters have approved a municipal ordinance liberalizing local marijuana laws.


	On Tuesday, 57 percent of Denver voters approved Question 100, which directs the Denver Police Department and the City Attorney's Office to make activities related to the investigation, citation, and/or arrest of adult cannabis users their lowest law enforcement priority. The measure also appoints an eleven-member "Marijuana Policy Review Panel" to monitor all local police activity pertaining to cannabis law enforcement.

The initiative’s proponents, Citizens for a Safer Denver, proposed the measure after local law enforcement failed to abide by a 2005 voter initiative that sought to abolish civil and criminal penalties for the possession of up to one ounce of marijuana by citizens age 21 and older. Despite passage of the initiative, non-felony pot arrests rose from fewer than 2,200 in 2005 to approximately 2,500 in 2006.
Passage of the latest initiative "should change things in Denver," SAFER Executive Director Mason Tvert said. "If the city carries on with marijuana arrests, they are going to be breaking the law."

Also on Tuesday, voters in Hailey, Idaho approved a similar ‘deprioritization’ ordinance. Hailey voters also endorsed two additional ballot questions authorizing the legal use of medical marijuana and industrial hemp. Details regarding the implementation of all three measures will be determined by a community oversight committee. 

Seattle voters passed a similar law in 2003, which has led to a 75 percent reduction in citywide marijuana arrests. Several other cities – including Santa Cruz, California; Missoula, Montana; and Columbia, Missouri – have enacted similar initiatives in recent years. Voters in Hailey, Idaho will also decide on a similar measure next week. 

Supporters of the Denver initiative note that non-felony pot arrests in the city rose dramatically between 2005 and 2006 and are now at record levels.

In 2005, Denver voters approved an ordinance that sought to abolish civil and criminal penalties for the possession of up to one ounce of marijuana by citizens age 21 and older. However, local police disregarded the municipal ordinance – instead electing to enforce state cannabis laws, which mandate a civil fine for minor pot possession offenses.  For more information, please visit: http://saferdenver.saferchoice.org. Additional election information will be featured on the NORML podcast, the Daily Audio Stash.
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	Waukesha County Enacts Pot Decriminalization Ordinance
Waukesha, WI, USA: Waukesha County supervisors voted 27-4 this week to decriminalize pot possession for first-time offenders.  Under the new policy, law enforcement officials may cite rather than arrest individuals found in possession of small quantities of cannabis. Those charged under the ordinance face a fine, but no criminal sanctions.

Under state law, possession of any amount of pot is a misdemeanor offense punishable by up to six months in jail.

County Supervisors said that criminally prosecuting minor pot offenders was placing an undue burden on local police and clogging the county’s courts.

Other regions of the state have enacted similar pot decriminalization policies, including the city of Madison and Milwaukee County.

Since 1973, twelve state legislatures have adopted versions of marijuana decriminalization, replacing jail time with fine-only penalties.  For more information, please contact Allen St. Pierre, NORML Executive Director, at (202) 483-5500.

________________________________

Pot Use Associated With Enhanced Cognitive Performance In Schizophrenics
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia: Cannabis use is associated with enhanced cognitive functioning in schizophrenic patients, according to clinical trial data published this month in the journal Schizophrenia Research.

Investigators at the University of Sydney assessed the impact of cannabis use on neuropsychological performance in patients diagnosed with schizophrenia or schizoaffective disorder. Sixty male schizophrenics and 17 healthy controls were recruited for the study. Among the schizophrenic group, 44 participants met the DSM-IV criteria for "lifetime cannabis abuse/dependence."

Investigators reported, "[W]ithin the schizophrenic group, a larger portion of participants with lifetime cannabis abuse/dependence demonstrated better performance than those without lifetime abuse/dependence. … Frequency and recency of cannabis use were also associated with better neuropsychological performance, predominantly in the domains of attention/processing speed and 


	executive functions." (Executive functions are defined as a set of cognitive skills that are necessary to plan, monitor and execute a sequence of goal-directed complex actions.)

It has been estimated that cognitive dysfunctions are present in up to 80 percent of patients diagnosed with schizophrenia.

The Sydney study is the second clinical trial this year to report an association between cannabis use and improved cognitive performance in schizophrenic patients. In May, German researchers reported in the journal Progress in Neuro-Psychopharmacology & Biological Psychiatry that subjects who reported using marijuana prior to their first psychotic episode showed improved cognitive performance on certain tests compared to non-users. 

A 2005 study by investigators at Manchester Metropolitan University in Britain previously reported that schizophrenic patients who consumed cannabis prior to disease onset possessed greater cognitive skills after ten years than did non-users.  Full text of the study, "The neuropsychological correlates of cannabis use in schizophrenia: Lifetime abuse/dependence, frequency of use, and recency of use," appears in Schizophrenia Research.

________________________________

Leading Democratic Presidential Candidates Reject Call To Decriminalize Pot
Philadelphia, PA, USA: Democratic Presidential frontrunners Hillary Clinton (D-NY), Barack Obama (D-IL), and former Sen. John Edwards (D-NC) oppose decriminalizing marijuana so Americans who use pot recreationally would no longer face arrest and imprisonment. 

Appearing at this week’s Democratic Presidential debate at Drexel University, all three candidates indicated that they opposed decriminalizing the possession and use of marijuana for adults. New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson – who approved statewide legislation earlier this year legalizing the medical use of cannabis – also indicated his opposition to the enactment of broader decriminalization strategies. 

Marijuana decriminalization – which prior to Tuesday’s debate had not been discussed by the candidates in a public forum – was one of several drug policy related issues submitted to MSNBC 
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	moderator Tim Russert by members of the Philadelphia chapter of NORML.

Senator Christopher Dodd (D-CT) and Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-OH) both indicated that they backed decriminalizing pot. "We're locking up too many people in our system here today," Dodd said. "We've got mandatory minimum sentences that are filling our jails with people who don't belong there. My idea is to decriminalize [marijuana], reduce that problem here. We've gone from 800,000 to 2 million people in our penal institutions in this country." 

Senator Dodd had previously stated that if elected President, "[He] would decriminalize … the statutes … that would incarcerate or severely penalize people for using marijuana." Representative Kucinich has said that he favors a national drug policy that treats adult marijuana use in a manner similar to alcohol. 

Each of the leading Democrat candidates have gone on record to voice their support for respecting the will of states to enact medical marijuana legislation, though only Richardson, Kucinich, and former US Sen. Mike Gravel (D-AK) – who was not present in Tuesday’s debate – have said that they support legalizing cannabis for medicinal purposes. Video of the candidates' exchange is available online at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3iuA7vrudA&amp;NR=1. Additional information regarding the Presidential candidates’ positions on marijuana policy may be found online at: http://www.sendtherightmessage.com or http://www.granitestaters.com.
________________________________
Ten-Fold Spike In Drivers Drug Tested After Passage Of Zero Tolerance DUID Law, Study Says 

Linkoping, Sweden: Passage of a Swedish law prohibiting motorists from operating a vehicle with any detectable level of a controlled substance present in their blood has led to a 10-fold increase in the number of cases submitted by police for toxicological analysis, according to data published in the December issue of the journal Traffic Injury Prevention.

Among Swedish drivers administered blood tests, nearly 60 percent were positive for the presence of amphetamines. Cannabis was detected in combination with the presence of other illicit and/or prescription drugs in 20 percent of the drivers tested. Only four percent of drivers tested 

	under the law were positive for the presence of THC alone.Fifteen percent of suspected drugged drivers tested negative for all controlled substances.

Despite the ten-fold increase in drivers drug tested under the law, investigators previously reported that the increased enforcement has not reduced incidences of drugged driving. According to a 2005 study that appeared in the same journal, "Sweden's zero-concentration limit has done nothing to reduce DUID [driving under the influence of drugs] or deter the typical offender because recidivism is high in this population of individuals." 

In recent years, several US states have enacted similar zero tolerance laws. Critics of these laws argue that the statutes inappropriately classify sober drivers as "impaired" and may criminally punish non-impaired drivers for their previous, non-driving-related activities.

"While we all support the goal of keeping impaired motorists off the road – regardless of whether they are impaired from alcohol, prescription drugs, or illicit substances – the enactment of so-called zero tolerance per se legislation is inappropriate, illogical, and does nothing to deter individuals from driving under the influence of illicit substances," NORML Senior Policy Analyst Paul Armentano said. "At best, these laws are an inflexible response to a complex social problem. At worst, they are a cynical attempt to misuse the traffic safety laws to prosecute illicit drug consumers per se."
For more information, please contact Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at: paul@norml.org. Full text of the study, "Predominance of illicit drugs and poly-drug use among drug-impaired drivers in Sweden," appears in Traffic Injury Prevention.

________________________________
US Marijuana Market “Saturated,” Pot Prices To Fall, Federal Report Says 

Washington, DC, USA: Domestic marijuana production has risen dramatically in recent years and will likely result in reduced retail prices for pot, according to the US National Drug Intelligence Center’s (NDIC) 2008 "National Drug Threat Assessment" report.
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News From your local affiliate of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws

	"[R]ecent increases in cannabis cultivation and marijuana production within the United States coincide with the continued flow of marijuana from foreign sources," the report finds. "[This] may lead to market saturation in major markets, [which] could reduce the price of the drug significantly."

Since 2000, the total number of domestic marijuana plants seized by US law enforcement has increased from 2.8 million to over 5.2 million, the report finds. Authors speculate that a significant portion of the increase in pot production is due to commercial growers relocating their operations indoors, which allows them to increase their total number of harvests per year and produce higher-quality cannabis. 

"[Though] the demand for marijuana appears to be relatively stable, … many users now prefer … higher-potency marijuana over commercial-grade marijuana," authors state. Nevertheless, the report concludes that "most" of the marijuana available in the United States continues to be "lower-potency, commercial-grade marijuana produced in Mexico."

In 2006, law enforcement seized more than 1.1 million kilograms of pot along the US/southwest border, according to the study. By contrast, law enforcement seized fewer than 4,200 kilograms of pot along the US/Canadian border.

Domestically, California continues to lead all US states in pot production, with an estimated 2.9 million plants having been eradicated by law enforcement so far this year. This record total is more than four times the total number of plants seized in 2005. 

Among California’s counties, Lake County, Humboldt County, and Shasta County report the largest numbers of pot seizures.

For more information, please contact Allen St. Pierre, NORML Executive Director, at (202) 483-5500, or Paul Armentano, NORML Senior Policy Analyst, at: paul@norml.org. Full text of the NDIC report, "National Drug Threat Assessment 2008" is available online at: http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/. 


	* NOTE! The  Willamette Valley NORML Public meeting * Happens every 4th Sat. of the month. And will be at Laughing Planet Café, 760 Blair, in Eugene * 
call: 541.517-0957 -or- visit: http://WillametteValleyNORML.org
_________________________________________
NORML Hosts 24th Annual Key West Legal Seminar
Washington, DC, USA: NORML – the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws - held its 24th annual Key West Legal Seminar  Thursday, November 29 through Saturday, December 1, at the Pier House Resort and Caribbean Spa in downtown Key West.

Topics covered at this year's conference included: constitutional limits on roadside police encounters; special jury instructions in drug cases; current efforts to provide for the legal distribution of medical marijuana; and many more.  The conference agenda and speaker bios are available online. 

NORML's annual legal seminar is not just a valuable experience and network opportunity for practicing attorneys and paralegals.  It is also fully accredited in every state that requires continuing legal education (CLE) for attorneys.  I

For more details, or to register for the conference online, please visit: 

http://www.norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=5341
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